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\The month of Rajab/
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Ibaad Allah, | advise you and myself to fear Allah
and follow His guidance, as it is the greatest means
of closeness and the gate to His mercy. Allah said:




'So follow him and fear [ Allah | that you may be
of those who receive mercy'.
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Servants of Allah, the year has reached its
midpoint, and we have entered the sacred month; it
is indeed the month of Rajab. In the pre-Islamic era,
the Arabs revered the sacred months, refraining
from shedding blood or seeking revenge during
them. Islam came to emphasize their sanctity,
confirming their respect and elevating it.
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The month of Rajab is one of the sacred months
that Allah mentioned in His saying: 'Indeed, the
number of months with Allah is twelve months
in the register of Allah [from] the day He created
the heavens and the earth; of these, four are
sacred.' The Prophet Muhammad £ also said: 'The
year is twelve months, of which four are sacred.:
three consecutive months, Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-
Hijjah, and Muharram, and the fourth is Rajab,
the month that comes between Jumada and
Sha'ban.'
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And [these months] have been named as the
sacred months for the prohibition of fighting during
them, and because sins committed in them are
more severe! Allah says: 'So do not wrong
yourselves during them.' Qatadah said,
'Wrongdoing in the sacred months is a greater
sin than wrongdoing at other times.' Ibn Kathir
also said, 'The sacred months: sins committed in
them are intensified'.
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And the month of Rajab is the opener of the months
of goodness! Al-Balkhi said: 'The month of Rajab
Is the month for sowing seeds for cultivation,
and Sha'ban is the month for irrigating the
crops, and Ramadan is the month for harvesting
the crops'.
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And from the wisdom of Allah is that He made
Rajab a sacred month, a month in which sins are to
be avoided. This is to serve as a preparation,
along with Sha'ban, for the arrival of Ramadan. It is
incumbent upon those in Rajab to excel in deeds in
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Sha'ban, and it is worthy for those who seize these
opportunities to be among the successful in
Ramadan. Some of the early generations said: 'The
year is like atree, and the month of Rajab is like
the days of its blossoming, Sha'ban is like the
days of its fruiting, and Ramadan is like the
days of its harvest'.
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And sins committed in Rajab are more severe than
In other months because it is one of the sacred

months about which Allah said: 'So do not wrong
yourselves during them'.
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And wrongdoing falls into two types: the wrongdoing
against oneself through committing sins, and the
wrongdoing against others through transgression.
Therefore, whoever engages in backbiting, gossip,
consuming the forbidden, looking at what is
prohibited, disrespecting parents, severing family
ties, or harming neighbors or workers should repent
from such actions. This is to honor the sanctity of
Rajab and in obedience to the command of Allah:
'So do not wrong yourselves during them".
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And negligence in fulfilling religious obligations is
both a form of wrongdoing and disobedience.
Therefore, whoever delays performing the
obligatory acts or neglects to pray in congregation
should strive to observe them, honoring the sanctity
of this month. Some people pass through Rajab like
any other month, without sensing its sanctity,
without appreciating its greatness, and without
considering the rights of Allah in it. 'That [is so].
And whoever honors the symbols of Allah -
iIndeed, it is from the piety of hearts'.
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And whoever has stained their record with sins, let
them purify it through repentance in this month, and
let them seize what remains of their life.
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Whiten your darkened record in Rajab,
With righteous deeds, saving from the fiery
stab.
Blessed is the servant whose actions refine,
In this month, abstaining from all that's malign.
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O servants of Allah, part of honoring the month of
Rajab is to compete in performing acts of
obedience: by fulfilling obligations, avoiding
prohibitions, and increasing in voluntary and
recommended deeds .
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When Allah magnifies a place or time, sins
committed during that period become more severe,
and acts of obedience in that time carry greater
rewards. Al-Qurtubi said regarding the verse 'So do
not wrong yourselves during them''lt means
committing sins, for when Allah magnifies
something, its sanctity becomes multiplied, and
thus the punishment for wrongdoing in it is
increased, just as the reward for righteous
deeds is multiplied'.
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The reverence for the month of Rajab does not
iImply its specific designation for acts of worship that
are not confirmed from the Prophet .2 Every
innovation is misguidance, and it is rejected for its




originator. The Prophet # said, "Whoever
introduces into our matter (religion) something
that does not belong to it will have it rejected".
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Among the innovations in Rajab are the 'Salat al-
Ragha'ib' (special prayers) and the 'Umrah of
Rajab," as well as the belief in their superiority over
other months. Also, the celebration of the night of
Isra and Mi'raj, and other innovations that do not
bring the person closer to Allah. Ibn al-Qayyim
stated, 'Every hadith concerning fasting in Rajab
or praying on certain nights in it is false and
fabricated.' Ibn Hajar also mentioned, 'No
authentic hadith has been narrated regarding
the virtues of the month of Rajab, its fasting, or
specific nlght prayers’.
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It is incumbent upon a Muslim to follow rather than
innovate, for the love of Allah and His Messenger is
attained through adherence, not innovation. Allah
says: 'Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love
Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins. And Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful'.
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