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Ramadan is an
opportunity for liberation!
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O Muslims, I advise you and myself to be mindful of
Allah. It is the means to the emergence of blessings,
from the earth and the heavens. As Allah says: "And if
only the people of the cities had believed and feared
Allah, We would have opened upon them blessings
from the heaven and the earth."
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Servants of Allah, indeed, this is the month of freedom,

spiritual happiness, the joy of the righteous, and the
school of the free. It i1s the month of Ramadan!
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Ramadan is an opportunity for liberation from the
burdens of sins through repentance to the Knower of the
unseen. Woe to those who are deprived of repentance in
the month of forgiveness! The Prophet % said: "May his
nose be rubbed in the dust, the one whom Ramadan
comes to and he is not forgiven."
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Ramadan is a chance to free oneself from asking of
creatures to asking the Lord of the creatures. Allah says:
"And when My servants ask you concerning Me,
indeed I am near." And this verse came in the middle of
the verses of fasting, indicating that the month of
Ramadan has its supplications answered.
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Ramadan is an opportunity to liberate our souls. It is the
month in which the Quran was revealed to free humanity
from the prison of darkness and misguidance into the
light of certainty and guidance. Allah says: "A Book




which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that
you might bring mankind out of darknesses into the
light."
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Ramadan is a chance to free the soul from the prison of
the body to the expanses of the spirit, and from observing
creation to observing the Creator. Allah said: "Except
for fasting, for it is for Me and I will reward for it. He
leaves his desire and food for My sake."
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Ramadan is an opportunity to break free from the evil of
the commanding soul and to break free from its chains.
Allah says: "But he has not broken through the
difficult pass." The interpreters said: "This is an
example Allah gave for the struggle against the soul."
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Ramadan 1s an opportunity to free the heart from the
shackles of hatred, envy, anger, and revenge. The
Prophet # said: "When one of you is fasting, let him
neither indulge in obscene language nor should he
raise his voice. If anyone reviles him or tries to
quarrel with him, let him say: 'l am fasting, I am
fasting.'
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Ramadan is an opportunity to free oneself from the
humiliation of sin to the dignity of piety. Allah says:
"Prescribed for you is fasting as it was prescribed for

those before you, that you may attain piety." Some of
the early Muslims said: "Allah does not liberate a
servant from the humiliation of sin to the dignity of
piety except that He enriches him without wealth,
honors him without lineage, and provides him
contentment without companionship."
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Ramadan is an opportunity to free the mind from
materialistic, selfish thinking, from greed and stinginess,
to generosity and selflessness. Indeed, ‘the Prophet =
was the most generous of people, and he was most
generous in Ramadan’.
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Ibn al-Qayyim said: "When the miser is restrained
from doing good, his chest becomes constricted.
Whenever he wants to give charity, his miserliness
prevents him, thus his heart remains imprisoned. And
the one who gives charity, whenever he gives, his

heart expands."
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Ramadan is an opportunity to free oneself from the

trivialities and excesses, and to abandon what 1s
meaningless. The predecessors, when fasting, would sit
in the mosques and say: "We preserve our fast and do
not backbite anyone."
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Ramadan is an opportunity to break free from the chains
of desires and restrain them. The Prophet # said: "O

young people, whoever among you can afford to get
married, let him do so, for it is more effective in
lowering the gaze and guarding chastity. And
whoever cannot afford it should fast, for it diminishes
his desire."
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The purpose of fasting is not just hunger and thirst, but
what follows it of disciplining the soul and overcoming
its desires! The Prophet ¥ said: "Whoever does not give
up false speech and evil actions, Allah is not in need
of his leaving his food and drink."




el g G SIS ¢olimn )y 8 8 ¢Caluall s 8 e IS
Cragall u\alﬁb) a ) il JB !mﬂ\ 02z La g c).\SY\ J\.@Aﬂ\}é
cpbaal) e Ll dga 4udl (il sGlian) el B Al e
(P2 o Gl Sga s
Many of the conquests of Muslims took place in
Ramadan, for indeed, the struggle against the self is the
greatest struggle, and everything after it is easier. Ibn
Rajab said: "Know that in Ramadan, the believer has
two struggles for himself: a struggle during the day
with fasting, and a struggle at night with standing in
prayer."
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Ramadan 1s an opportunity to break free from the
shackles of Satan and his whispers to humans. The
Prophet # said: "Verily, Satan flows through man like
blood flows through the veins." Ibn Taymiyyah said:
"There is no doubt that blood is generated from food
and drink. And when one eats or drinks, the channels
of Satan expand, and when they are narrowed, hearts
turn to doing good and abandoning evil."
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Servants of Allah, whoever fulfills the rights of
Ramadan, and strives in it - out of faith and anticipation -
it 1s appropriate for him to be liberated from the greatest
prison: by being saved from the Hellfire and attaining
Paradise! For in Ramadan, "A caller announces: O
seeker of good, proceed! O seeker of evil, desist! And
Allah has emancipated some people from the Fire,
and that happens every night!"
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This 1s your annual opportunity to reach spiritual
freedom and eternal happiness. For Paradise's gates are
open, Hellfire's gates are closed, and the devils are
chained. The Prophet ¥ said: "When Ramadan begins,
the gates of Paradise are opened, the gates of Hellfire
are closed, and the devils are chained."
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Seize the moments in the season of goodness, free
yourself from the prison of sins and evils, and beware of
the callers of desires and doubts. Allah said: "But Allah
wants to accept your repentance, but those who
follow [their] passions want you to digress [into] a
great deviation."
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