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The steadfastness in obedience.
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O Muslims, fear Allah and be vigilant, for piety is the

means to goodness, reward, and salvation from evil
and punishment! Allah said: 'If only they had

believed and feared Him, for a reward from Allah
would have been better if they only knew'.
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O servants of Allah, among the purposes of the
Sharia is consistency in worship even if it is little.
Allah says, 'Those who are constant in their
prayer.' The Prophet # said, 'The most beloved
deeds to Allah are those that are continuous,
even if they are few in number.’
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Consistency and perseverance are qualities of the
righteous. Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her)
was asked about the Prophet's deeds, and she
said, 'His deeds were continuous'.
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The consistent interruption in deeds is blameworthy.
Allah says about those who neglect the
responsibilities they have been entrusted with, 'But
they did not observe it with true observance.' Al-
Shatibi said, 'Their failure to observe it properly
means abandoning it after entering it.' The
Prophet £ said, 'O servant of Allah, do not be like
so-and-so who used to stand [in prayer] at night
but later abandoned it.'
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Temporary mterruptlon on the other hand, is
excusable. The Prophet # said, 'Every action has
its time, and every time has its interval. If the
time comes and it is performed with sincerity
and diligence, then hope for its acceptance.’
This means that worshippers tend to exaggerate in
their worship at first, and every excess eventually
wanes, even if after a while.
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Moderation and balance maintain deeds, as those

who follow the middle path are able to continue.
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Fear and hope aid in perseverance and endurance.
The fearful of Hell find fleeing from it easy, while
those hopeful of reward find the journey shortened.
Allah says, 'And seek help through patience and
prayer, and indeed, it is difficult except for the
humbly submissive.'
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Whenever you find yourself energetic, proceed with
gentleness, and whenever you feel slackness and
weariness, return to moderation. A little consistency
is better than a lot of interruptions. The Prophet £
said, 'Take from the deeds what you can bear.'
Al-Nawawi said, 'This is evidence for urging
moderation in worship and avoiding
excessiveness. A little consistency is better
than much inconsistency because with
continued moderation, obedience endures.'
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Exaggeration and artificiality lead to interruption and
lagging behind. The Prophet £ said, '‘Be upright
and strive hard, and in the morning and
evening. Some relaxation is necessary, but keep
aiming. Keep aiming; you will reach.' Ibn Hajar
said, 'This urges gentleness in worship and
illustrates the path, as the worshiper is like a
traveler to his destination - Paradise. "Keep
aiming" means to stick to the middle path.'
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The slackness after being active is an inevitable
matter that cannot be avoided. If it does not result
from a religious obligation or an act of obedience,
then it is hoped that it will return better than before.
Umar ibn al-Khattab said, 'These hearts have their
inclinations and aversions. When they incline,
seize them with supererogatory acts of worship.
When they turn away, oblige them with
obligatory acts of worship.'
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The slackness after obedience contains wisdom
known only to Allah, with details that only He
knows. Ibn al-Qayyim said, 'During these periods
that believers experience, the truthful are
distinguished from the false. The liar turns back
on his heels and returns to his nature and
desires. The truthful await relief, never
despairing of Allah's mercy, and throw
themselves at the door, humble and
submissive.'
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O Muslims, consistency in performing a small
portion of the night prayer is better than a lot that is
not maintained. Shaykh al-Islam says, 'lt is
recommended for individuals to have a set
number of units of prayer at night, which they
regularly observe. If one is energetic, they can
prolong it, and if lazy, they can shorten it, and if
they miss it due to sleep, they can perform it
during the day instead'.
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Consistency in a small amount protects you from
long-term lagging behind. A person is either
progressing or regressing, with no standing still in
the middle of the road. Allah says, 'For whoever
desires to meet his Lord, he shall do good
deeds and not associate anyone in the worship
of his Lord.'
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Maintaining voluntary acts of worship acts as a
shield to protect obligatory acts and compensates
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for any deficiency. Therefore, persist in doing good
deeds even if they are few in number, and beware
of committing evil deeds, no matter how
insignificant they may seem. Allah says: 'So
whoever does an atom's weight of good will see
It, and whoever does an atom's weight of evil
will see it.".
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