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O Muslims: Fear Allah as He should be feared, and be conscious
of Him in private and in public; For indeed, Tagwaa wards off evil
and calamity! "And Allah will save those who fear Him by their
attainment; no evil shall touch them".
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O Muslims! You are still moving through the blessed days, the
greatest days of this worldly life! So congratulations to those who
seize them by accumulating good deeds and expiating their sins!
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And here you are approaching the greatest days of the Ten: It is
the Day of Arafah, and what do you know about the Day of
Arafah! It is a tremendous gathering for the remembrance and
gratitude of Allah and the excellence of worship. The Prophet
said: "There is no day on which Allah frees more people from
the Hellfire than the Day of Arafah. He draws near, then
praises them (Literally, ‘boasts of them.’) to the angels saying,
‘What do these seek™?
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And the Day of Arafah, Allah swore an oath by it, and the Great
One does not swear except by something great. Allah said, "And
[by] the witness and what is withessed" [Quran 85:3]. The
Prophet £ said, "The witnessed day is the Day of Arafah." And
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Allah said, "And [by] the even and the odd" [Quran 89:3]. Ibn
Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The even refers to
the Day of Sacrifice (Eid al-Adha) and the odd refers to the
Day of Arafah".
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And to make the most of the day of Arafah, here are some
valuable pieces of advice to seize its precious moments. Among
these pieces of advice:
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Firstly, try your best to devote yourself to worship and Ieave aside
distractions and worldly tasks, postponing them to another day if
you can. It is only one day in the year, and you do not know if you
will live to see the next year or if this opportunity will remain after
you.
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Secondly, fasting on this day is recommended for those who are
not performing Hajj. The Prophet Muhammad (%) said, "Fasting
on the day of Arafah, | hope from Allah, will expiate for the
sins of the previous year and the coming year."
It is advisable to encourage family members, including children, to
observe fasting on this day. Ibn 'Uthaymeen said, "Whoever fasts
on the day of Arafah while also having to make up for missed
Ramadan fasts, his fasting is valid. However, if he intends to
fast this day to make up for the missed Ramadan fasts, he will
receive the reward of both: the reward of fasting on the day of
Arafah and the reward of making up the missed fast".
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Thirdly, the act of Takbeer (saying Allahu Akbar - Allah is the
Greatest) is recommended during these blessed days. The
restricted Takbeer (specifically after the obligatory prayers) begins
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from Fajr prayer on the Day of Arafah and continues until the last
day of Tashreeq.

As for the unrestricted Takbeer (recited at any time), it remains
permissible from the beginning of the month of Dhul-Hijjah.
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Fourthly, it is recommended to increase in glorification of Allah
(Tahlil) and supplication (Du'a) during these days. The
supplication on the Day of Arafah holds a special virtue compared
to other days. The Prophet £ said, "The best supplication is the
supplication on the Day of Arafah, and the best statement that
| and the prophets before me have said is: (There is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah, alone, without partner. His is
the dominion and to Him belongs all praise, and He is over all
things competent)". Al-Baji said, "His statement 'The best
supplication is the supplication on the Day of Arafah' means it
is the most blessed form of 8 remembrance, the greatest in
reward, and the closest to being answered".
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The Day of Arafah is a reminder of the blessmg of Islam, which
Allah has chosen for humanity. A man from the Jews came to
Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) and said, "O Amir al-
Mu'minin, there is a verse in your book that if it had been
revealed to us, we would have taken it as a day of
celebration." Umar asked, "Which verse is that?" The man
replied, "The verse: 'This day | have perfected for you your
religion and completed My favor upon you and have approved
for you Islam as religion." Umar said, "l know the day and the
place where this verse was revealed. It was revealed to the
Messenger of Allah £ on the Day of Arafah, which was a
Friday".
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The Udhiyah (sacrifice) on the day of Eid is a great ritual and a
confirmed Sunnah (practice of the Prophet Muhammad). It serves
as an expiation for the individual and their household. Anas
reported that Allah's Messenger (¥) sacrificed with his own
hands two horned rams which were white with black markings
reciting the name of Allah and glorifying Him (i.e. saying
Allah-o-Akbar). The more perfect the qualities and the higher the
cost of the sacrifice, the more beloved it is to Allah and the greater
the reward.
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The wisdom behind the Udhiyah (sacrifice) is explained by Allah in
His statement: "Their meat will not reach Allah, nor will their
blood, but what reaches Him is piety from you." Al-Sa'di said:
"This is an exhortation and encouragement to sincerely
dedicate the sacrifice, seeking the face of Allah alone, without
pride, showing off, or habit. Likewise, all acts of worship, if
not accompanied by sincerity and piety towards Allah, are like
shells without kernels, and bodies without souls".
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Afterwards, the last of these blessed ten days is the Eid al-Adha
(Festival of Sacrifice). The Prophet ¥ said, "The greatest of days
with Allah is the Day of Sacrifice." The Eid al-Adha is among the
distinctive features that distinguish Muslims from others. The
Prophet # said, "Every nation has its festival, and this is our
festival".
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The celebrations in Islam are symbolic acts that do not accept any
additions, and they are occasions of gratitude and remembrance.
Allah says in the Quran, "And for every nation, We have
appointed [sacred] festivals that they may mention the name
of Allah" (Surah Al-Hajj, 22:34).
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It is recommended to refrain from eating before the Eid prayer on
the day of Eid al-Adha so that one may partake in eating from their
sacrificial animal. It is also recommended to adorn oneself on the
day of Eid al-Adha and to go for the prayer on foot if possible. One
should also increase in uttering the takbeer (saying "Allahu Akbar")
until the imam arrives.
It is further recommended to take a different route when going to
the prayer location and returning from it, following the example of
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
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The days of Tashreeq are the three days following Eid al-Adha.
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "The days of
Tashreeq are days of eating, drinking, and remembrance of
Allah." Ibn Rajab explained that during these days, believers
enjoy the blessings of nourishment through eating and
drinking, and they also experience the joy of their hearts
through remembrance and gratitude to Allah. It is through this
complete expression of gratitude and enjoyment of blessings
that the favors of Allah are fulfilled.
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So seize the opportunities of goodness, increase in blessings,
hasten towards seeking forgiveness from your Lord, follow the
example of your Prophet, and excel in your actions in order to
attain the mercy of your Lord. "And call upon Him in fear and
aspiration. Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to the doers of
good." (Quran 7:56)
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