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To proceed: | advise you and myself to fear Allah and to
be conscious of Him; it is the foundation and the basis,
and it is the best attire! *And the clothing of
righteousness - that is best.' (Quran 7:26).

O servants of Allah: Indeed, all matters are in the hands
of Allah; nothing occurs except by His command and
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knowledge! "And among His signs is that the heavens
and the earth remain by His command.” (Quran
30:25).

A true believer submits to Allah in his actions, knowing
that He is Wise and does not act without purpose. If the
wisdom behind something is hidden from him, he
attributes the ignorance to himself and submits to the
judgment of the Wise. Allah says, "That is the
command of Allah, which He has sent down to you;
and Allah is All-Knowing, Wise." (Quran 65:12).

Provision and lifespan are predetermined and sealed; the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "The
Holy Spirit has inspired in me that no soul shall die
until it completes its term and receives its
sustenance." The world is a place of trial and passage,
not a place of delight and joy! "O my people, this
worldly life is only (temporary) enjoyment, and
indeed, the Hereafter — that is the home of
[permanent] settlement.” (Quran 40:39).

O Muslims: You are now in a great day and a noble
season: It is the Day of the Greater Hajj, the best day of
the year, when the most important acts of Hajj take
place; the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said,
"The greatest day before Allah is the Day of
Sacrifice."

Among the greatest symbols of Islam are the Eid prayer
and the sacrifice; Allah says, "So pray to your Lord
and sacrifice [to Him alone]." The commentators said,
"Pray to your Lord the prayer of Eid on the Day of
Sacrifice, and sacrifice your offerings."
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Eid al-Adha is superior to Eid al-Fitr as it combines both
prayer and sacrifice; Allah says, "Say, 'Indeed, my
prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying
are for Allah, Lord of the worlds."™ Sheikh al-Islam
said, "Prayer and sacrifice are among the most
exalted means to draw near to Allah; the noblest
monetary worship is sacrifice, and the noblest
physical worship is prayer!"

The act of sacrifice combines faith, sincerity, good
expectations, strong certainty, and trust in what is in the
hands of Allah! Aisha reported that they had slaughtered
a sheep; the Prophet (peace be upon him) asked, "What
remains of it?" She replied, "Nothing remains except
its shoulder." He said, "Everything remains except its
shoulder."

Meaning: What remains for us in the Hereafter except its
shoulder; this encourages charity and not to regard as
excessive what one spends in it; for what remains of
money will perish by being used, but charity remains
with Allah! As Allah said, "What is with you runs out,
but what is with Allah remains.” (Quran 16:96) The act
of sacrifice is among the greatest acts of nearness to
Allah and the most noble of acts of worship, as it is
shedding blood for Allah alone, with no partner; it is not
permissible to sacrifice for anyone other than Allah. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) cursed whoever sacrifices
to other than Allah.

The time for sacrifices extends to the sunset of the third
day of Tashreeq, which is the thirteenth day of Dhul-
Hijjah; the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "The days
of Tashreeq are days of eating, drinking, and
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remembering Allah." Ibn Rajab said, "The days of
Tashreeq are days in which the believers enjoy
physical well-being with eating and drinking, and
spiritual well-being with remembrance and
gratitude."

Remembering Allah is emphasized during these days;
Allah says, "And mention Allah during [specific]
numbered days." Ikrima said, "It means saying the
takbir during the days of Tashreeq, following the
obligatory prayers." Ibn Abbas said, "The 'specific
numbered days' are the days of Tashreeq: four days:
the day of sacrifice and three days following it."

O Muslim woman: You are a school for generations and
a factory of men, and heed the advice of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) when he said, "Treat
women well."" Islam has elevated the status of women,
raised their rank, protected their rights, and
recommended care for them in the greatest assembly!
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said in his
Farewell Sermon, "Fear Allah in [your treatment of]
women."

O wise woman: Beware of being an easy prey for those
with diseased hearts who distort the truth and virtue,
embellish falsehood and vice, and cast doubt on the
constants and creed! Allah said:"So do not be soft in
speech [to men], lest he in whose heart is a disease
should covet, but speak with appropriate speech. And
abide in your houses and do not display yourselves as
[was] the display of the former times of ignorance.
And establish prayer and give zakah and obey Allah
and His Messenger." (Quran 33:32-33).
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O servants of Allah: Rejoice in the Eid and do not
transgress; for it is a day of worship and joy, not of
haughtiness and deception! When the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) arrived in Medina,
there were two days when the people would play during
the times of ignorance; he said, 'Indeed, Allah has
replaced them for you with something better than
them: the Day of Fitr and the Day of Sacrifice.’

The Eid of the Muslims is religion and worship,
remembrance and glorification, prayer and connection.
So, praise Allah abundantly, cleanse your hearts from
resentment, and clothe yourselves in piety; for it is the
attire that does not wear out! 'Neither their meat nor
their blood reaches Allah, but what reaches Him is
piety from you.' (Quran 22:37).

Beloved ones: Eid is an opportunity to purify the hearts
from the diseases of envy and hatred; the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, 'And hatred is
the shaver; it shaves the religion, not the hair!" And
the heart will not taste peace until it is relieved from the
burdens of envy, sins, grudges, and revenge!

The poet said:

When | forgave and did not hold a grudge against
anyone, | relieved myself from the concerns of enmities.
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	* فَاذْكُرُوا اللهَ يَذْكُرْكُمْ، وَاشْكُرُوْهُ على نِعَمِهِ يَزِدْكُمْ ﴿وَلَذِكْرُ اللهِ أَكْبَرُ وَاللهُ يَعْلَمُ مَا تَصْنَعُونَ﴾.

