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| advise you and myself to have Tagqwa
(consciousness and fear) of Allah in our words and
actions, both in private and in public. This is the
advice of Allah to the people before us and to us.
Allah said: "And We have certainly enjoined
upon those who were given the Scripture before
you and upon you to fear Allah."
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Servants of Allah, one of the best forms of worship
and acts of obedience is seeking knowledge and
teaching it. Ibn al-Mubarak said: "l do not know
anything after prophethood that is better than
spreading knowledge."
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Allah only commanded His Messenger to ask for an
increase in one thing: knowledge. Allah says:
"And say, 'My Lord, increase me in knowledge."
The scholars said: "This alone is enough to show
the honour of knowledge: that Allah
commanded His Prophet to ask for more of it."
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One of the means of security in a nation is
spreading beneficial knowledge. Knowledge is a
shield against trials and the foundation of wisdom.
Ibn al-Qayyim said: "When knowledge becomes
widespread in a land, evil decreases among its
people; and when knowledge is hidden, evil and
corruption spread."”
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As the new school year begins, teachers prepare to
teach, and students get ready to learn. Whoever
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perfects their intention, they shorten their path to
Paradise! The Prophet # said: "Whoever follows a
path to seek knowledge, Allah will make easy
for him a path to Paradise. The angels lower
their wings out of pleasure for the seeker of
knowledge, and all the creatures in the heavens
and the earth, even the fish in the water, ask
forgiveness for the scholar.”
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The profession of teaching is a noble one and a
great trust. The teacher should be a good example
in their character. Mu'awiyah ibn al-Hakam (may
Allah be pleased with him) described the
Messenger of Allah £, saying: "l have never seen
a teacher better than him, neither before nor
after. By Allah, he never scolded me, hit me, or
insulted me."
Al-Sa'di said: "Part of wisdom is to teach with
knowledge, to start with what is most important
and closest to people's understanding, and to
do so with gentleness and kindness."
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Good news for the sincere teacher who guides their
students to goodness and warns them against evil!
The Prophet # said: "Whoever guides someone
to goodness will have a reward similar to the
doer’s." The Prophet # also said: "Indeed, Allah,
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His angels, the inhabitants of the heavens and
the earth, even the ant in its hole and the fish,
send blessings upon the one who teaches
people good."
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A role model teacher influences others by their
actions before their words. It is mentioned in the
biography of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (may Allah
have mercy on him) that five thousand or more
people would attend his gatherings: about five
hundred would write down his teachings, and
the rest would learn from his good manners and
demeanor!
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Ibn al-Jawzi said: "l met 'Abdul Wahhab al-
Anmati, who followed the way of the righteous
predecessors. There was never any backbiting
in his gatherings. When | read to him about the
softening of the hearts, he would cry, and his
tears would affect me even though | was young
at that time."
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Teaching is a shared responsibility between the
school, the home, the teachers, and the parents.
Everyone who has a responsibility over others will
be held accountable! The Prophet # said: "Each of
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you is a shepherd, and each of you is
responsible for his flock. The leader is a
shepherd and is responsible for his flock, the
man is a shepherd of his family and is
responsible for his flock, the woman is a
shepherd in her husband’s house and is
respon5|ble for her flock."
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Ibn al-Qayyim said: "Whoever neglects teachlng
his child what will benefit him, and leaves him to
waste away, has done the worst possible thing
to him. Most of the corruption of children comes
from their parents, who neglect them and fail to
teach them the obligations of the religion and its
practices. They leave them to themselves when
they are young, and thus the children do not
benefit themselves or their parents when they
grow up."
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The strength of a nation is not just in its military
power, but also in its knowledge and education.
Allah says: "And prepare against them whatever
you are able of power."
Al-Sa'di said regarding the meaning of "power": "It
refers to everything you can muster of mental
and physical strength."
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O worshipers of Allah, beneficial knowledge is the
fruit of Tagwa (fear and consciousness of Allah).
Allah says: "And fear Allah, and Allah will teach
you."
Al-Shawkani said: "In this verse is a promise that
whoever has Tagwa of Allah, Allah will teach
him."
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Knowledge is a means to improve one's deeds, and
righteous deeds are the path to success in this
world and the Hereafter. One of the greatest deeds
that a student can start his school day with is the
Fajr prayer at its proper time. If someone wakes up
their children for school but does not wake them up
for prayer, they have deprived them of a great
blessing! Allah says:
"And enjoin prayer upon your family and be
steadfast therein. We ask you not for provision;
We provide for you."
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The most beneficial knowledge is that which
benefits its possessor in this world and the
Hereafter, leading them to the future of the
righteous and protecting them from the danger of
the Fire. Allah, the Most High, says: "O you who
have believed, protect yourselves and your
families from a Fire."

The scholars explained this verse, saying:
"Discipline them, teach them, command them to
do good, and forbid them from evil. Do not leave
them neglected, lest the Fire consumes them on
the Day of Resurrection."
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