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To proceed: | advise you and myself to have tagwa
(consciousness) of Allah: by obeying Him and
fearing disobedience to Him. Whoever fears Allah,
He will grant them safety on the Day they meet Him.
Allah says: "Indeed, the righteous will be among
gardens and springs. Enter it in peace, safe and
secure.”
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Servants of Allah, a person may enter into a battle
they do not want, but life’s material demands and

daily needs may push them into a long struggle.
This is the battle of debt!
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Debt begins with pleasure but ends in humiliation. It
IS essential that a person does not burden
themselves with debt unnecessarily, as people’s
rights are strict. Yet, many people take on debt
lightly, thinking it is insignificant, while it is a serious
matter in the sight of Allah. The Prophet £ said:
"Every sin of the martyr will be forgiven except
for debt."
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One of the greatest weapons in dealing with debt is
good intention and being diligent in repayment. The
Prophet £ said: "Whoever takes the money of
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people intending to repay it, Allah will repay on
his behalf; and whoever takes it intending to
waste it, Allah will ruin him." Ibn Hajar said: "His
saying ‘Allah will ruin him’ apparently means
that destruction will occur to him in this world,
either in his livelihood or in his own self; and
this is one of the signs of Prophethood, as we
see this happening in reality."
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Another great weapon a believer uses to repay debt
IS turning to the heavens, seeking refuge in Allah
through du’a (supplication). Ali ibn Abi Talib (may
Allah be pleased with him) said: "Shall | teach you
some words that the Messenger of Allah £
taught me? Even if you had a debt as large as
Mount Seer, Allah would repay it for you. Say: ‘O
Allah, suffice me with what You have made
lawful instead of what You have made unlawful,
and enrich me by Your bounty instead of from
anyone else.”™
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Another method that helps in repaying debt is
prioritizing expenses: Obligatory expenses are more
important than recommended ones, and necessities
are more important than luxuries. Therefore, the
person in debt should prioritize repaying debts over
luxuries and even over voluntary charity, as
creditors have more right over anything extra
beyond necessary and essential expenses.
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If someone dies while still in debt, their debt must
be settled before the inheritance is distributed and
before fulfilling any wills. The Prophet £ said: "A
believer's soul is held back by their debt until it
is paid off."
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If the debtor fixes their relationship with Allah, Allah
will improve their situation with their creditors. Allah
has promised those who have tagwa and seek
forgiveness relief and victory. Allah says: "And

whoever fears Allah — He will make for him a




-5-

way out, and will provide for him from where he
does not expect." And Allah says: "So | said,
'‘Seek forgiveness from your Lord. Indeed, He is
ever a Perpetual Forgiver. He will send [rain
from] the sky upon you in continuing showers
and give you increase in wealth and children."
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It is obligatory for anyone who is in debt to
document it in their will, fearing that death may
come unexpectedly before the debt is repaid. The
Prophet # said: "It is not right for a Muslim who
has something to will to stay for two nights
without having his will written and kept ready
with him."
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Servants of Allah, it is obligatory for the creditor,
when their debt is due, to give the debtor a grace
period if they are struggling and unable to pay.
This is based on Allah’s statement: "And if
someone is in hardship, then [let there be]
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postponement until [a time of] ease." However, if
the creditor forgives the debt, that is even better
and more virtuous. The Prophet # said: "Whoever
gives a debtor respite or forgives him, Allah will
shade him in His shade."
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If the debtor is able to pay, it is the creditor’s right
to demand repayment, and it is forbidden for the
debtor to delay without a valid reason. The Prophet
# said: "Delaying payment by a wealthy person
IS injustice."
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The one who is truly successful in the battle against
debt is the one who leaves this world having settled
their debts and fulfilled the rights of others "before
a Day comes in which there will be no
bargaining, no friendship, and no intercession."
The Prophet # also said: "Whoever has wronged
his brother, let him seek forgiveness from him
before a day comes when there will be no dinar
or dirham. On that Day, if he has good deeds,
they will be taken from him to repay his brother,
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and if he has no good deeds, his brother's sins
will be placed on him."
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